
 

Canadian Meat Processors Welcome Agreement in Principle on the Canada-
European Union Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) 
Negotiations 

OTTAWA – October 18, 2013 Canada’s meat processing industry welcomes the 
agreement in principle on the Canada-European Union Comprehensive Economic and 
Trade Agreement (CETA) negotiations. The agreement in principle was announced 
earlier today by Prime Minister Stephen Harper and E.U President José Manuel 
Barroso. When implemented, the CETA will permit a major increase in Canadian meat 
exports to the European Union (EU).  

The 28-country EU, with a population of 500 million, is the world’s largest import market 
for agricultural commodities and food. From 2000 to 2012, the value of EU agricultural 
imports increased by some 145%, from $53 billion to more than $131 billion. However, a 
number of consumer-oriented products, including meat, continue to confront significant 
tariff and non-tariff trade barriers.  

“The Canadian Meat Council recognizes and appreciates greatly the steadfast and 
unwavering effort that was invested by Canada’s negotiators in their endeavour to 
ensure a commercially viable outcome for the meat industry,” said Canadian Meat 
Council President Arnold Drung. “We would ask that the Canadian and EU governments 
move forward quickly and simultaneously on both the ratification of the CETA and the 
pre-requisite resolution of the outstanding technical barriers,” added Drung. 

When fully implemented, the Agreement provides for: duty-free exports of 80,000 
tonnes of Canadian pork; duty-free exports of 65,000 tonnes of Canadian beef and veal; 
duty-free exports of 3,000 tonnes of Canadian bison meat; unlimited duty-free exports of 
Canadian horsemeat; and, unlimited duty-free exports of Canadian prepared meats. In 
return, the EU will: retain duty-free access to the Canadian market for pork; obtain duty-
free access for beef; and, receive reciprocal unlimited duty-free access for prepared 
meats. In addition to the agreement on import quotas and tariffs, the CETA outcome 
includes a critically vital commitment to resolve technical barriers.     
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‘While our initial hope for completely open, duty-free and unlimited, trade in meat 
products between Canada and the EU was not achieved, the CETA does represent a 
very substantive, valuable and most welcome movement in that direction,” said 
Canadian Meat Council Executive Director Jim Laws. “Compared to an average value of 
only $54 million of meat exports to the EU during the past three years, the results of the 
CETA negotiations will offer export opportunities with a potential annual sales value of 
up to $1 billion for Canadian beef, pork, horsemeat, bison and prepared meats 
processors,” added Laws.      

The Canadian meat processing industry includes some 400 federally registered 
establishments that not only provide safe, high quality protein for Canadian consumers, 
but also add jobs and contribute significantly to local economic activity in both rural and 
urban Canada. With annual sales of $23.6 billion, beef exports of $1.2 billion, pork 
exports of $3.2 billion, horsemeat exports of $90 million, bison exports of $5.7 million 
and 68,500 jobs, the Canadian meat industry is the largest component of this country’s 
food processing sector. 
 
The Canadian Meat Council has been representing Canada’s federally inspected meat 
processing industry since 1919. 
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