
 
 
 

Canadian Meat Industry Welcomes European Approval of CETA: 
Awaits Resolution of Technical Barriers 

 
OTTAWA, Ontario [February 15, 2017]:  Although still awaiting the resolution of 

important technical barriers, Canada’s meat packing and processing industry welcomes 
European approval of the Canada-European Union Comprehensive Economic and 
Trade Agreement (CETA). The accord was passed earlier today by the European 
Parliament. Provided the remaining technical constraints are addressed successfully, 
the CETA offers the potential of significant exports of Canadian meat products to the 
European Union. 
 
“The industry appreciates the continuing endeavours of Canadian negotiators to ensure 
a commercially viable outcome for the Canadian livestock and meat sector,” said 
Canadian Meat Council Chair Troy Warren. “We ask that the Canadian and EU 
governments commit to the resolution of all technical barriers that prevent the provisions 
of the CETA from being implemented as envisaged by the negotiators. While the 
industry recognizes that certain barriers may require additional work, others should be 
resolvable quickly,” added Warren. 
 
Should the remaining technical barriers be overcome, the CETA will permit: duty-free 
exports of 81,011 tonnes of Canadian pork; duty-free exports of 64,950 tonnes of 
Canadian beef and veal; duty-free exports of 3,000 tonnes of Canadian bison meat; 
unlimited duty-free exports of Canadian horsemeat; and, unlimited duty-free exports of 
Canadian prepared meats.  
 
Conversely, on the date of entry into force of the CETA, the EU will: retain unlimited 
duty-free access to the Canadian market for pork; obtain unlimited duty-free access for 
beef and veal; and, receive unlimited duty-free access for prepared meats. 
 
Canada’s meat processing industry includes 400 federally inspected establishments 
that not only provide safe, high quality protein for consumers, but also add jobs and 
contribute significantly to local economic activity in both rural and urban Canada. With 
annual sales of $28 billion, exports of $6.1 billion, and 66,000 jobs, the Canadian meat 
industry is the largest component of this country’s food processing sector.  
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The Canadian Meat Council has been representing Canada’s federally inspected meat 
processing industry since 1919.  
 
For more information, contact:  
 
Ron Davidson  
Director, International Trade, Government and Media Relations  
613-729-3911, ext 26 
 
 
 
 


